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This is the age uf MiehaJet, of Niebuhr. s i of
4Vr: -Id, who ka»e rewritten toe story of ancient

Bobip, dsstrotag our school-boy ltlasioo*. Bad

pro» rg that CVtrc aal Lit; did not understand
at* ».story of tie Roman Commonwealth. What

Mttj did for Borne. Mr. Wilton baa underttkeB to

slofor Mexico.to write a new history of the Con¬
ti-. ¦. io a tp - it uf tviae and truthful cnticiam, and
ta .-. moLtte CerUx, Herns! Disz and Mr. Pres-
Ooit. ipoa Ue altar of hietoncal rarity. With

boc a tat of prsuous parade, tbe book ta- finally
BiaBr> ita appearance, and we were prepared to

raw re it witb favor aaal to recognize every possi¬
ble taant. 1b unlucky acctdent, however, befell
¦a ii tbe outaet Casually opening the vo'umeat

f*4- 363, we were strung with the runn Rg title,
In pwaaibiJ-.tir« id Carter's Statements: and,

look rI into the text, found thii anoouncement:
*' Be (Corte« J reports a dry atone wail, nine feet

fai|^ » >d twenty feet thick, indoitd Ttatrala from
Buw'.taiB to mountain, a ditttnu of $ir milts,
atro.fh which be entered, betweea orerlappinf
aHooe walla." Happening to have the diapatches
.f Cortex (adit. I-**), we consulted thsm, and
iso.J bis language to be. really the following:
" Y a la sa ut dal dich', valie, habt- uaa gran cerca

«ts piedra aeca, tan ait) coaio eetad > y medio, qua
taila vaveaba tod© al valle de la ana sierra a I» otra, y
taa tuccba oomo v«int> ptat: y por toda alia un patnl
aVs pie y madio de aticho, para palear deade eocima
j bo taaa da uaa aatrada taa aoena como die* pasoa,
y tm aaLa aatrada doblaba la ana oersa aobre la otra 4
¦tar.'-ra da ate be in. tan e%tre< no cook) guarenta panos.
I >- maasra que la eatiada faeae 6 vueltas, y no a

aUrechas. (L'otUx, a. »JJ, *dU. laW )

Tab subjoined is an accurate translation;
"/W tkt place vj tjcxt from tbe valley," (la taltda,

tv > tgrtttmt, bai.a, />>'. Etpagmoi), "I fount a

Wall of dry it ne about feet nigh, wbicft traversed
tba whole valley from mountain to mountain, twenty
Beet k acd upon ita woole extent a braaatwork a

¦St aaal a half thick, ao tbat they might fl^bt from
tba top of the wall. Tb«re waa bat one entrance, tea
ta«i wide, and at thie er tiatn-p od« wall encircled tbe
mthr for fcity pa< es after tbe fashion of a ravelin.
So tuat tbe antraaoe was circuitous, and not direct."

841 tbat the words, 'inclosed Tlaecala," and
« a <listaoc« of six miles, " arc put by Mr. Wilson
ia*to Cortex's mouth, and then denounced by him
.a impoasibililieB.'' This statement put us at
.or- upon our guard. We hive read Mr. Wilson's
aVooh, consult* d his authoritiea, aad are now ready
.0 ducuss it.
ill mam "acrifh K.( ArtNIBAI.LSM.IDOLATRY.

1 man sacrifice in Mexico, Mr. Wilson de-
Bo « "as tbe first of a series of invented cru-

wiUtt cuoDJOf'> devised to justify all the enor-

aBities committed by Cortex." p. Ml. The
.ksrge of rannibaliaiu is put by him in tbe same

Bab-gory, p. v|. Indiaa idolatry ia also denied
aVy lim. p. Ö35. Hut the existence of all these

Customs among tbe American Indians, it as well ex-

tab) sled aa the torturing of prisoners by the Iro-
BjBl.ll.

i¦ !:o de Bouiogoe, writing from Mexico after
|be >ear 1534, when Cortrz was already iu irre-
ftnr able disgrace, thus describes the mode of bu-
aVa' -i r fice:

11 a priests bad a atone knife, as in BBS ancient
larriiles Ibay ba<l the knifa of < irinnBBMSB, I i,- y
.oix octad the n»-n |ti< UunrJ to an elrvate<i plaoe, and
Bti - . I th.-m <ici a > road tt<me: tba prieeta caina
wr.i ki i'c, leave I ihr braaat, ami tore oat the
heait, with tba bloo<l tnay beitin-an d tba altar of the
Ido: tbat cat 'IT ibe ;«et and arms of taa victims,
.a . seat tbetu to the pria< ipal cbirfs, who ate tbrm
Witli reapact and iuy.". (Ternauj: t VtmeUftM, Vol.
X. P- ail

'J Lie is the general description of human earn

ficea. It is Ci>nfirm««l by Pedro de Uaute, natural I
¦oa of Chailet V , after C'ortez's disgrace.-

' fbi>y [the natirssj tbon^ht tbat every "liiert had
. god. * * ' They aacndeed to sums of them, »

bun ur hearts, human tilood, quails, sparrown, incansa, [
fB|> .. «hrubs, ai d maty othtr tnaiertoi objtctt, ac- I
.Mdil 'x to tt c oillerett ruiM followed in the etcriticet,
an 1 a raiding to tktt'invf the godl.". farm l.di-
ft.... p. Iff.)

this prvpatet ut for various formt of idolatry,
With human sacrifice standing at the head. Ac
fonlirgly, we find human sacrifices described by
" a gentleman in tte suite af Cortez," in almost
ibe above terms, aa practiced at Mexico: f llamu-
9\o t Vfffgtt, I ol. It, ffge 164)) also, by Fran-
.;!... da Bou'osne, r trr l^U, (Tarit edit., pp.
Si l Mi)| by Coitez, of tbe Hpaaiards taken pris-

t by tbe Mexicans and aacnficed during
/« atrcAs ttttlt," .. the doleful night," (Cortti,

f. MO, edit. Maw, ruhom't Cortti, f> by
B- " ' Dtat, Loxkhitrt t ttantlatwn, Vol. I., pp.
ISO, Iff, 141,930.) Hernal Diaz thus describes the
im i m '.ation of the Spanmh prisoners during the
.'d« lefolnigbt;"vLockliArl'straut.. Vol. II., p Sft )

.' \\ a ccu'd plainly see . . . how the Mexican*
eoui| ellad tbeir victims t) dance rouod the MsBtj we

aaa how Uiry slretcbad them out at fall iengtri on a

larae atone, ripped opened their breasts with flint
ttai»ee, toie out the p^lpitatini; heart, an 1 otf-red it
t> t. ..r loci» " * tmtt tbev tütn .<«. »".1 tueai by the
la^f, and tbiew to< M bSaawVaag BOWB ti e aawpB »f t.'ie
ten 1 >, tbe lege, araM an I otaai parts al UM mm ly he

BBJ ut ap aaa devoured."
Mr. Wilson admits this mcident, even to th*

tet , out of tbe hetrt, and stys: " To this is
fi-i¦ it!y auded. it was done in sacrifice to their
idi lAtflfgA thtrtrytj tttrtct of Itditn tdolt it ttttl

ftvtilrmatttml"' p X'.KK
Ibe chaplain of Ur jalva's expedition to Vueatan,

msce in IKM w hoae account was first published at
Veuiea in ir»-"-'.and not in 1848, as Mr. Wilson
States, p. '£M, in his account of their visit to ths
tower of Cosumel.states that they fount there
Sgurss, idols which they adored, bones, aVs] | and
tbat they lappoaed an old Indian, who was burning
ab cause there, was adoring bis idols. (< kapltit'i
Jmtrnml, Pans edit 1 ¦-;>., p. I ) .' Had Kt kntttm
tht Itmgutgt," aaya Mr. Wilaon, "he woulJ proba-
hly Lave understood wbat it realty was.a oompli-
me 'err welcome to thepale-facea. On so shallow
m foundation rests the allegation of Indian idclatn '"

But at pages '/T-'Ä of the ?er> volume
Bdr. Wilson bad before him, U a description
c another temple visited during that expedi-
tior, waara four victims were found imino-
laVd in tba aame manner aa waa practiced at
|4ei:co, and an Indian witb whom they could eon-

ferae, described the sacrifice in the same terms as

tko») atiote cited, adding that the calves of their
lags, their arms aad thighs, had been cut off to eat.
Farther on, be describes the body of a chill which
they found, and which had been .mrn<dated in the
SBMBB BMoner. Mr. Wilson, with this book oj>ea
aVsfore nun, suppresses both these accounts He
.'to suppresses the following stats nests
W henC otter cametoCozumel, tbe pr eats defiei

k.u aad aaiounced that they should persist io
Worshiping their ft da (8ima! Dtai, vol. L, p. IL |
Be tkert reeovered a Spaniard, nimrd iguilar.
.vho had been a.1..pa-recked sjbj that oast sight
. t'srs bsfurs, aad whoae c xupaaiona kai been »aa-

T'.flced to tbeir gods. ( Btmml Diaz, vol. I p. gg, |
gtJto Grijalta received an Indiaa womtn of Ja
it.» i, whotB husband and compsniont, ship-
frticked with her, bad been aacnficed to their

1 i« hy the BStives. (Btrnal Diaz, vol 1 . p.

Cordova's e xpedifco« to Yusaiaji in MIT, ia the
r ni> two place* whew* tbe tutivee permitted them

HI Ut'l. ftHUMt idola. (formal Dimi, toL L, pp. MT.)
In tb' former place, idols of various ih *pei.eom*

of tbMn ooiximming " horrible, offense*," to whom
.beli* *td trinket«, *oroe ia tba akape of darks,
fielt, &c, ware vffen-d; io tbe laOer pUoe, there

Appeared tu here be» | blooly sacr fiee* There
veo diatttet allegation* of idolatry, four of Uam

with buD'an s*:nßce», Mr. Wtlaoo entirely aup
presses. Mr. Stephens, travelitg io Yucatan,
three hundred years afterward gives an ec'rawiof
of tbn sacrificial "stone ioranab1? found befira
rack idol,'- aad tee f »rm <f aeolpture mott fre-

ij'.e-Dt j met with," namely, " a death » head, sone-

tmes tbe principal i rrtm. r,t. sometimes only ao-

ceaaory, xckolt rwt of them on th* outer vail"
' Suprttmt't Central Amtrita, vol. I., pp 154, 153,
IS9 ) "The rrjibUai of Life and death apprar on

the wall, in close juxtaposition, eotfirnvng tae
belief in the eiitteooe of that woreh'p practiced,"
A'. (Itrphtnt's Yucatan, rol. I., p 314.; Eo-

gaingsof these "death's beads,'and of aererei
headt, arm», leg«, bands anl feet, are Kalter«!
pr< fuiely through the Antutnith Mtixtainti
of Dipan. Even Laa Caaaa does oot deny tie

eimm tee of human sacrifice*: be attempt* only to

reduce tbe number of tbe victims. (Cited in Fret-

mm't Cimquttt, voL I , p. (>'J,nott ) In 1541, the

Viceroy, Mendtza, fitted out an expedition which
c nquercd the Province of Cibola. lomaaiz baodred
miles north-west of Mexico. Cattanadade Nagera,
the b atoriao of the expedition, tbui apeakt of tbree

differ rt nations, who inhabited that Province:
" If. Tabus, * ' who adored the der.;, and
BAcnf.ced to b ni a part of their riebe«. Tbey did
not eit human fJeeb, oor make human sacrifices.
* " Tbe Pacassi. wbo are much more barbarou«:
aometimea they eat bnman flesh. They adore

scnlptured and painted stones. ' Tbe Acajtt,
wbo aJl eat human Arab, and bunt men aa they bunt
deer. He wbo has tbe greatest number of hucnan

skulls and human bones about bis house is the m ist
feared and esteemed." (Cattanada, pp. 149*158.)
Yasquez Coronado writes to Charlea V. in 1639

of the people of Topira: " They adore idols, which

they keep in their houses. These are plant« and
b.rds.' (Ttrnau/'t Voyagti. IX., p. 300.)
He further dewnb<-t the sacrifice of victims

selected by lot, and of prisoners of war, in XaUsco,
l>y burning upon funeral p> res. At Panoco, on

tbe Gulf ofMex;co, the most obacene idols ex¬

isted, and tbe Fhallut was adored. (Terniu/,
X..C4, 85 )
Juso de /.irate, Bishop of Anteguera, writet to

Philip IL, after 1616: "There are in this bishopric
Indians wbo still sacrifice to idols just as they di1
before the Christians true here." [Ttmauz, X.,
899.) Prauciico de Boulogne recounts a curious
story of some native priests who concealed their
idol in a vault over which they planted tbe cr>st

pretending to adore it, but really adoring tueir
idol. (Ttr,mux,X..2l\2lC.) Headds: "Toete

peop'a [ tbe Indians J bring us their ide's, and weep
overt heiraios," Ac, Ac. (lb,'21'.».) Mr. 8teph*as
cites a legal document bearing date in 1873, which
re-counts that at dural, even nt tbtt late date, the
Indiana notoriously and publicly " worthiped the
devil in tbe ancient buildings which are th*re,
leatipg in them their idols, to which they burn

copal, and perform other detestable sacrifices."
To aa li eh be cites Cogulludo, aa a witness imme¬

diately after the fact ( Yurntan, Vol. L, pp. m%%
991 He also deeenbea idolatrous altars, which
be pronounces to be of a construction long subse¬

quent to the conquest. (lb , Vol. II., p. 10G.) The

|>rie»t at (Quiche assured Mr. Stephen* tbat iQe

Indians atiil worshiped their idols in the
mountains: and in 1700 the whole provin-,e io
which Paleuque is situated, revolted, murdered
the Catholic priests, profaned tbe churches, and

openly practiced idilatry. (Central America. |T«sL
II., pp. IU 901.)

'1 bete cuuiuUtive, and yet diaconnected, aceo ints

show conclusive!) that from Yucatan totbecon:i:i'*a
of Texaa, idolatry everywhe;e obtained: tbathuuiiu
i.i.-r lices were practiced in YucaUn and Mexico,
atd for hundreds of miles further toward the norti;
and that where human sacrifices prevailed, can n

bahsm generally formed a part of them. If tuis
bo not to, there is nO longer a value in hurutn

ir-tmony. If ( ortez and liernal Duz btd not

mentioned the idi'lntry and huurm sn-rifices of the
natiri'S, tbt-ir narrations wou'd have ."-en sus¬

pected, if not retarded as .ncrtdible.
ni l*IM>l< IA\ I IK .>> IN AMIISM A.

Altbough »e cei iK't see what Ike alleged disc >v-

ery ot PlCBi It Ml rnnaiu» in Central Amer.ca baa

i<> do with tbe New Couijiieat of Mex'co," we are

»«! deliBh1td w.tb >lr Wilson's Cbapter \ ., for it

contains tie od)> citation of h<s tbat we have b en

shit to verity. (. icero dan »ny in bis Natt ra

PaarWaa l'.ook 111 , 1.ib. ..'.'.), toit 4sttrte wast^e

^)r:an ^'eüll«. i " bVaW, p. 1 y<.. Setting aside the
l-arned lumber wh.cb muddles the chapter, the
e'e,iiu.et>t Diav be brutly stated as tollows:

1 i t rri ra eras th»> enJilem ol A*t trie, tf-e jfo-ldesi
Bad Jtln.h Loa of t e l'lm riiriaus. ( UVioa. p. 1»"<.) A
(ii i»'af< urd at I'alii.<it:e, to which iofALU Are Ibsitaj
n> litiJ p. KV1 . Ol which crosi and sacrirics aa

ei giaviug is given p. law); and tbe efwM repeatei il
turn trnatMpatra Also, f u r puiured MaI.cda» Are

r .1 at Falerrjne p \ik% Alao, tbe aacrifitu of c'ol-
r*i. U SAti.ru p. 1. The mins !o Central Aruanta

aia of Rtaat aiitupity, and of indiapntable onaotal
or.fic p 174 having existed for thousands of y*irs
pp 1 -21*9), t.reek antique-Theban, Ktrosoaa-V i

i aa culumca axis*, there eqnaJ to tb* best antique or

I'to nil an ait pp. 163-206), Croeaes are portrayed oa

tba walla p. fi . At Mitla, we have tha Malts**
rr.**' ^p. It^lM .

To wb ch the brief reply ia: The crow was not
IA* emblem of Astaite. She soinetimaa carried a

long stick with a cross upon it- top, but she was

variously rspiesented. (Calmti: Astartt ) In Gel;'*
1'vmpen I plat* 77) we have Jupiter bearing a croia.

Waa tbiA thetefore hi* emblem I Perh*p* he wa*

a minister of the Gospel A star was probably the
emblem of Astarte. Kobii.v i,A < alnul Attartt.)
HLilian victims were not aacrifii-ed to her. but her

ofTericfa were bread, bqoors und perfumes. 11 li¬

mit: Attartt.) lS'cr is there an> representation at

PaJcnqoeof infanta sacrificed to tbe cross," but
Mr. Wilton's engravings to th at effect are only
mutilations of A fabricated picture.

Ia Stffken$'$ Central America (vol. II.. p. 346)
it an engraving of Ibis famous scene. Wbat is

there represented in a cruciform shnpe. baa pro¬
jections at tbe end of each arm something in
the akape of a horizontal letter .', which
are supported by posts, partly concealed by orna-

ttents. Probably no one would have detectei a

eioetio this baa-relief except the priests of tha
eoutitry, "who are Alwaya qu'ck in diaewenng
m me real or imaginary reaemblaDce to the erraa.*

;*77 ) But this croaa, such aa it is, Stephens
. v»s. .. is surmounted by a strange bird," and one

ef tha perrons " eeema in tke act of makiog an

« Bering, ptrhmft ofa child. * * ' Io Dupa x.

U is given, tut bowevtr as it exi»U, but as made up
t> the artist at Paris, in order to present a perfect
p;C'ure." lb SwS-7.1 In Stephena'a p ctare, tbe
pertur tvekirg the eflering nearly a teal higher I

than tbe cross, and it evidently raia og tbe r ff»r eg
U> the ' strange bird." Du pi i . pic'ure, which
Stephen* thus dec unce« m " made up

" u pub¬
lished in the Amuptu't Mrz\rnnt*. 13d Etpedi-
tiot, plate 36. and copied in Lord K '.»»;,..<-h.
vol. IV. 3d ptrt of Dupttz't Pictures, No IL)
There tbe artist lire* the cue f*nn p irtioo a high
relief n«t poeeeeted bj the o'lgicei; tie \> »t*

.upportiog the projecting arms are suepreteed toe

per«» bearing th« f tTennB i* depressed *boot bjjf
. bead, to m to bneg biuu furtner £>..! * the b r J.

a* if be might be presenting the offering to it*

pedestal, and not to it. Hut Dupa'i doe* not say
the person " offers to it [ tbe eros*] s child of
sixgular shape; but, "offer* upm hi* upraised
arms s newborn child of s fantastic f.,-m."
I Dupaxi. ItSf 3d Bx. p. 85.) Dupaix, while he re¬

tains tbe bird in bis drawing, adroitly suggest*, but
doe* not assert, that tba offering is made to the
cross, and not to the bird. Mr. Wilson,
wh »i* informed of the fraud perpetrated by Du¬
paix.for hs acknowiedae* in hi* preliminary mite,
at page 11, tbat he ha* consumed St>poena ia
relation to this very pic.ure.still adopts the
fabiicatsd drawirg of Dupaix as the bssts of a new

fraud: denudes it of its "great complication,"
mfLtioDcd by Dupaix; cuts off its peculiar pro-
jectirg extensko; removes its outside ornaments:

bei|htens its relief, by destroying its backgrouni of
tbe ssme color: banishes ths 'strange bird sur¬

mount! g it," aid then publishes it as a represen¬
tation of infants sacrificed to tbe cross' i'nit im¬

position is esrned one step further ia the frontis¬
piece. "The sacrifices to Molorb or Saturn are

distinctly to be recognized on the wails of 1'a-
lenqae. An old priest, in the art of offering a

child, is opposite a youoger official, who is also
making an offering.".( H'Uson, p 157.) It ba*

hitherto been a debated point whether Moloch wa*

Saturn or not; ((almrt: Moloch), but Mr. Wilso3
settles tbe matter with a dash. We turn to thst pic¬
ture, also, at tbe frontispiece in Stephen's Central
Amertca, vol. II. Are those offerings children '

Dupsix d'd well to omit this picture, whch com¬

pletely demoliakes bis "child of fantastic form"
offered to tpe cro*s. Wbat, then, are they I Mr.
Stephens, in the engraving, in Central Amertce,
ro<. II., p. 303, and Dupaix, in the Antiquitfi
Mmtatntt. (Si Expedition, plate 33,) afford us

tbe solution. Those plate* represent one of tbe
persons beloi)g;ng to the picturesabove referred to.

Among bis ornament*, hanging down behind,
and in Stephens s picture, attached to hit
girdle by a chain, is a grotesque, pi|m>-
like human fignre. Is this a "child of
fsMastic form!" or is it only an image, such
as in tbe other pictures, are offered to .uferior dei¬
ties; in tbe one cue to the strange bird, and in the

other, probably, to the mask of some demig>dT
For, as we have tecD, "erery object hail a g'td,"
and Bemal Diaz found on tbe coast "ltasgeiof
ducks and fisbes" which bad been offered to
their gods. Tow it doubtlet* toe true tolution.

f«rcot one of the supposed children has that re¬

semblance to human progeny which is necessary to
justify the theory of infant sacrifice on the occa¬

sions portiajed. So this cross, and Saturn, and
their infant sacrifices, and ail the frauds fcisted
upon the public, vanish into tn n air. And the
"Madonnas" with tbem.for pictures of wonen

with cbildrer are, happily, too common to tuttain

any such conjectures. Mr. Stepbens, in one of ths
last pagct of bit last work, denies emphatically
that the cios* v. is INI recognized as a symbol of
worship by tM natives of Yucatan.. (I ucntun,
Vol. |L, p. SM )
HIE Rl INS of I t.NTRtl. AMI.IIH .t HOT A.N'lHINT.

With equal certainty, is it settled tbat tbe ruins
of Central America are neither ancient nor orien¬
tal. Terguson decides most autbo'itatively that

thy are unconnected with an? known style.
( lluwd-Bovk of Auhtucture, Vol. L, p. 147,) and
i ii!y one remote from the original wooden con¬

struction of early times: fa). I51)| and that it is im-

p »- h e to ascribe any great antiquity to l»u Idiogs
eor.tainirg so much wood in their conntructi >n.

(lb. 163) Mr. Stephen* frequently mentions the
wooden lintels, and denits the antiquity of tbe
hu.ldings, ascribing them to che rar-« ei'x'.ing
there at the timei f tbe Conquest, Yucitan, Vol.
L, !'4, "24. 1n3; II., 375. Cmlral Amer.ca, II.,
S59, 130, 444, 412, 445.) Hi* faet* *eem to fully
auateil hit concluiiost.
But tbe recent datecf tome of tbete build ngt.

and tboie the mctt :.».Kt:cet.t- * e'.earl* demon¬
strable. The only arch attained by the builden of
these rdifioes, was the hoiizontal arch, formed by
stones, whose successive eoumes projected beyoad
the vertical line, until the two side* mot above
in ths centre, or came near enough together to be
covered with a flat stone. In Stephens s Yueitan,
vol. II , p. 317.) sol in 1'iTguson, (vol. I., p. 153,)
we have an intttnee of this. But this ar;b, form¬
ing a vaulted room in this instance, is sustained
upon beams of wood, which extend from p.liar to
p sr. Evidently, then, this vault hi* been built
s iecent!y tbat these beams have net had time to
deeaj ; and, at tbe time of the r construction, the
native architects bad tot learned to dispense with
lintabjmi Weoi; tbat is had do: learned to arch
tt e space between t je columns as well at ihe vault
of the roof. But in Stepiens's Central America,
(»ol. II.. p. 961,) we find an instance where tae
architect had advanced thit requisite ttep, dispent-
bag w ith tbe wooden beamt between tbe piDart, by
atcbirog the Ifta*, thus forming, by its interseo-
t on with tbe vaulting of the roof, a groin precisely
anals|ou* to the |ro,ned radiating arch. But, a*

in art there are no steps backward, the wooden
lintel thus s jperteded, could never be resumed, and
a e at once conclude that thia Last struct.r- is more
reemttban the other. But this very edifice last
described is tbe one in which the famous pieture of
tbs cross a a* found, and has therefore been built
witbm the period in which wood exposed to a

damp climate will decay! And this it tbe ori¬
ental origin, the aat:quity of these ruina, and of the
|*| ¦ nician cross at 1'aler.que I So as to Mr. Wil¬
son s " Doric columns equal to tbe beat specimens
of antique or Phunician art" and of which
bit engraving, (p. 206,) ia a mutilated frag-
trent, cut out of the middle of the engraving bj
Supkens'i lacaitan. Vol. II. p. 21, | deprived of the
original accessories which render Don.' lmpcatibif.
bad with it* syiare capital* rounded to suit the
theory Stephen* does not think them Done, sad
says the lintels were of stone: they are there¬
to! e recent. So 'the Maltese cmss at Mitla,"
Wilson, p. I.V.», and engraved p. 198, is another

fabrication: tbe orginal in Dupaix, .teilhatte*
Vtiicaintt, 1st l.:ptd. pi. 29 ) being only four
small triangular holes, cut in wbat seems to be a

vtar eiub. which Mr. Wilson engraves as an ea-
t" *»ed croea, in high relief' 'Ibe other " afSBBBS
l .itrsyed on the walls," f VtseVSa, p. j;,. Bay l»e
i. t suited in the .tr .V-.- n.v< >.¦ Eaaad pi.
S3 2a1 £zp , pi. 3, 4. 3, 14 ) They sre all evidently ths
irtuit of ordinär) efforts at ornamental dec iration,
in which the very firtt step of progress, after

drawisg ft straight Use. is to drsw ftBother ftirotw

It le every specimen of th i knd a rel'gioat
eroM? Tke thigh b. tcrotwedl io pi. 14, above

referred to. bardl; make to exception, altbougt
ttry probably illustrate tbe reLgiwas eann balistn

mi tbe natives
THr llt'Il I>15«."« OF THE MFTirt\s

We i: .. not (pace to Uke op use argument
attributed to (Jen. ( ati, and advanced by kfr.
Wilton, on tbe aubjret of tbe building* of tr.*

Mexicans. Tboae wbo are cnrioua to investigate
ttie anbject may profitably consult b«side Mr.
Prescoti* citations, the leters. rep »rts and
nsna'irr.s of Alrarado, Godoi, Da Gatte,
Houlogte, Zarav, Mmd za. Feu Niza, Coron-
*.:.. Bietver-ida, ard Cet'an-dtde Nigers, and. in

our own day. Squer and Bertlett, bet.de a milti-
tude of others of leaser note. It is mcoQtestib'e
tt at, frrm H< ndaris to the River Gilt, tbe wsole
c .iintry abounded with large and mifc fioent bmld-

«t and that tboae i f Mexico, like tbrese of Vuca-
tar, were for tbe moat part 11 low. but extensive,
sr.il h gtly decorated." These buildings exist to
this day in Yucatan ar.d Coiapas, and their ruins

abound every where throughout Mexico \ i her

provinces; atd tbe remain of tbe Caa&s Grandes,
in Cbibushua, and on the G it. even now ast >msh
ut by their grandeur and extent " Why then,"
it is atked, " wat Cortez, not finding a heute fit
for his habitation in Mex DO, compelled to con¬

struct one " (It'tJton, p. 2j. | " Why," we aak,
in rep y, 'did tbe eonqurrors of Yucatan, in-

ttead of occupying the magnificent structures

thete, pull tbeui down to build new buildings!"
Ii was simply because they w ished for houses suited
to tbe domestic habits of a Ccnstian civilization.
Ibe argument dted by Mr. Wilaon is not wortoy
of the literary reputation by which it is attempted
to be fortified.

PM Tl Rr-WI<:TI.N<. Of THK AZTV B,
The 'p ctuie-wri-ing*' of the Azteet, Mr.

Wilson detources at. " Spanist fabrication*," " i n-

postures," "worthless inventions,' and "coftraely
fabulous." (yp. 21, 300, 838. 5H.) Thelate Albert
Gallatin publiebed an mgenious aad plausible ar¬

gument against these n-lice, which waa respejta-
ble intrinsically, a- well as from tbe high character
of tbe author. But long before Mr. Wilson's time
it wat ascertained tbat tbe specimens of 'picture-
writing, ' preserved in ±e Ibranes of Dreaden
and Vienna correspond preciie'y to those now

existing on tbe walls of Copin, Qumgua.
a id Paler que: Sttphen/'t Central Ameruut,
vol. II. pp 143, 453 ) On tke litt cited

page, are ergravingt of the picture-writ-
ing from tbe manuscripts and from t; wallt:
tbus showing not inly that picture-writing was a

fact, but that the same Isnguage prevailed through¬
out the great extent of Central America and
Mi xico.

CORTF./. AND IIF.HN M. DIA/..

We have not space to follow Mr Wilson in h s

cnticiimsof the narrttinnsof Cortez tmt Bernal
Disg, Very probsb'y, CoiUz did honestly exsg
gerate the numbers opposed to him on various oc¬

casions: it wts natural that be should do this, and
a i. st imtossibie to avoid it. Cn-tar has been ac-

cuted ot duing so, willfully. Napoleon did so, coo-

ttantlj, on tbe pnncip'e that "falsehood was a

power:" but Jena, Wagram and Autterlil/
are facts, nevertheless It is too lite to
ataail Btrnal Disz. Hi nftrrttive beftis in-
irinsic evidence cf being, what it porporis to be,
sn bonest story, written by one ol Cortex's com¬

panions in arms, fifty v ear t after tbe events record¬
ed bad occurred. What if he does constantly
bunder upon dates, dittanres anl nuxibersf
Would an impostor hate done this ? Are not these

rrrj discrepsncies and vAriAtions tests by which the
integrit) ot history is vindicated '

We will not follow Mr. Wilton to " tbe Lake of
Mexico." where his facti« refute bit argument.
Wahave not examined his personal statements:
a'ter the ill fortune we have had with bis citations
ard srgravirgs, that task would be beyond our ca¬

pacity.
But we are compelled to sty that having g me

over mnch of the ground to which the researches
of Mr Preaeott pointed tbe way, we have found
bit ttatemectt in every instance borne out by his
citations; we have never foand b in suppressing .
trier mutilating a material fact: and never ia tboae
aut nors who are not cited by him, have we found
an important fact which is not included in tbe com¬

pleteness of h's generalizations. Sacb wa* the
cor.tceLtioui integrity of a histor.an who consider¬
ed the suppression of truth the same as a w it il
falsehood: such his exhaustive research, which per¬
mitted no important fact to escape him; such bis
modest> which refused to encumber his ptgea with
a merely cumulative erudition.

Iir THIITT vr.ARU OUT OF Tat*". SENATE. BT
MtJoa Jiik Dowtne. llmo , pp. 4M Oaktmith A Co.
ILe true hittory of ths Major Jack Downing Mp>

reapotdance, wbii h has been so widely celebrated for
i a dry bnmor and tovel app'icationi of tha Yankee
vtmacular, is given ia th* preface to this volume.
Tne first latter of the aeries appeared in JanuAry, 1330,
It 7ke Portland Daily Courier, a newspaper which
bad it bear smarted by ta* author, Mr. 8eba Saith.
It was ft time of not ft little excitement in Main* poli¬
te, o*.rg to th* peooliar position of tbe Ltg Wat ..-*

and so mach to tb* purpose was tba first effosion of
tns vsrdant I>own Kasttr, that tha who!* town, not
ex. rptu g the politicians, was coovalsed with laughter,
ai i tbs tuccas* of tbe experiment wa*decid*J at one*).

Tbe letters attracted attention throughout tb* coun¬

ty, and, as Msj ¦ Jack found himself a mac of con**-

<iuarc*. b* repaired to Waabirgton. aad bei Am* th*
cor.fideatial fnand and advuvar of (tan. Jackaon. Bis
ltttsrs w*r* coLticasd for sev*c yaara in 7 - Portland
Ctn* irr, and. after Umg exitpendad for toms tim*,
wer* ratumad in 7 he Sattonal Inttlltrender, aad con-

tausd till the c te of Pr**id*nt PisrcaA aim. o;stra¬
ticc They are tow reproduced in a neat vo'aaa*,
w tii ongtnal illuetrat oca, and to many of tha praaant
gsrsratioa will powteaa tha attraction cf novelty. A.
tkoogh thair local ict*r**t ha* ia a great measure anb-
mitd tb«y will f command raadar* by thair ruttic
Lnmcr and sxcaUent lagucrraotypa* of Yankewpacu-
lanti*A
THE LAND AND THE BOOK ¦* W. M Thom.c» D. D.

:¦ a iZuio. Ha/per A BrotQ«n.
Tb* Boly Land, :n the opinion of tba author of this

wi tk. is ac int*fra! part of tba diviaa r*valation. Its
Uitmtcy is essential to tha chain of evidinoea tbat
. < ab.ee to illustrate tha truth of Christianity. P*i**-
tite and tba Sr.pturet mutt ba taken trg*th*r
they constitute with each other tba eatite
ard all perfact text, and tbey abouli b* read
:n the light I f mntnal -etf. r.. Few
n en ars letter qualified than Dr. Tuomeoa
t. any oot th:e vi*w. ha ha* baan a resident in tha
tacred lrta!iti*( ftr twenty-five y*ars has travsrsed
tt e i-outtry. HU« in hand, m ail directions; ia «qaally
fasai iar w;tb the wnttan record aad ths sxtarnal teati-

ni iy atd w;th a rata p^war for miaut* .*»:.* '

ret grsat v.vs< ;ty atd funw of *xpr***ion. i

t g at the contecrated srana* which b* d**cnbe* with
n e eye cf a poet aa well aa tha aptnt of a Cbnttiao.
Ire to an e* der:re arartwly tat« ;etataat from tae ir
Bntsarou* p ctorial ii'nairation* tian from ta« wntsr s

uraphic deacripuoca. Cer.aioly few books of modern
travel give a mor* v>td irnpraasiaa of tha t:

i entry and cua'oms of th* ha*'

JCwiMrrrti of matcesx maroatT ¦* iVwaacest
.rcKLasn, at o. it»o rr *» > *¦ Carstoe.

It u> aeidom tbat a profound eeience i* made tb«

.abject of rich popmar illustration* aa comprise the
rnbataitcc of lawn relume, without aotne sacrifice 00

iheecoreof Te rarity of .tatement er correetaeu

»f deecnptioi. The author of the preaeot work,
aowr«er, »eem» to have inherited the taled aa wet
u the love of careful observation from his lM
tnoo* father, a;d be cerUirJy baa few rival* in tie

pit of coma Locating hn knowledge in a lively
1od entertaining style. lie ha* brought together a

.paihiing collection of surprises io natural hi.tor}
add anecdotes about animals, reminiscences of per
«uoa! adventure, mt-lud do«n into a free and et«)
.arrative which has all the ctarm of tte live':e*t
W.loquiaJ recital.
Bert :. a spec.men of the w ay iL wh.ih he talks

»beut
KRfH.«i.

Bettrcta" rrox tbe Uciver* ty I f Criewen I troc^rht
*Wb roe about a doien green ttee-frog*, w-ioo I aad
taegbt in tbe wooes near tba u>wc TsM (rennte* aad
hem Latb Froech, or isaf-frog. they are most difB-
«rt thiia- u Cod. on a*cool' of t ::e:r BOaM *o much
.eetrrb'.icg tie leave* oe which th*y i:ve. I have fre¬

quently beard one six*.eg 10 a small barb, sod, though
1 have'searched carefully, have not been awls to tied
lim: tbs only way is to remain qa: e qoiet till be
again begin* bi* song. After much ambusu work, at

eegth 1 collected a dozen frogs and put ti<-m ia a

bottle. I started at nigh: on my homeward journey
by tbe diligence, aad I pat tbe bottle eoota cing tne

*rogs in'o the pocket inside ths diligence. My feJow-
paeatngeis were *bepy old smok* drei (lernuios:

very bttle conversation took pla. e, and after the first
rile, .fan oce settled 1 *¦ l! to sleep, an 1 sooo all
. are storing. I suddenly aw. ke w ith a start, and
to and all tu« s'.e^pars Lad been roused at the same
r. :: mi. (>B the-r s'.epy fe,, ea wens depicted fear
snd sngrr. What had woke as ad np so suddenly '

Themonirg wae <art breaking, and my frog*, tloagh
l the üark \ocket of the each, had fouad it oat;
lud, witb one accord, all twelve of them had began
.h*ir nerring soep. As if at a given signal, they one

sad all of them began to croak a* loci a* ever tbey
jocud. The noise their united concert made seemed,
in tbe c'oaed compartment of the coach, quits deafen-
ng, well n ight tte Germans 1< ok angry; they wanted
to throw the frogs, bottle and all, oat of the window,
but I gave tbe bottle a good .baking, and mad" the
Yogs keep quiet. Tbe Germans all went to sl*-p
V"- but 1 was obliged to remain awake, to shake
the frog* when they began to croak. It was lucky
ihat I did sc. for they tned to begin their concert again
two or Ihne time*. Theae frog, came safely to 11 x-

lord; si d the day after tbeir arrival, a stupid house-
said totk 'ff tbe top of the bot'.le to see wbat was in¬
side: oce of tba frogs croaked at tbat Lostatt, and so

frightened her that the dared r, t pat the cover on

s«ain. Trey all got loose ia the garden, wher* I ba¬
uet* tbe ducke ate them, for I never heard or *tw

them a^ain. Tbese frogs coat six shilling* each in

Coveut Garden Market they are cot dtA Bit to keep
abve, a* they w 11 sat black beetles, and the** axe to

be procared at all seasons of the year.
These free* are not often used for tbe tab'e in

iermsny, but in France they are considered a

uxury, " as any bon riraar ordering a dish of them
tttbe ' Trois Frere* ' at Paria may by the long
srice speedil) ascertain " The author tell* u* that,
Not a ching to try such an expensive experiment in

jasuonrry, 1 went to tbe large market 111 the Fan¦
>«org M. Ut-rmaic, and lnqmred for frogs. I was re¬

ferred to a stately 1x4ing dame at a fish-stall, who
arodo.-* a box nearly fall of them, hu Idling and crawl-
xg aiout, and 000aaioo ally croakitg aa thuoath aware
>f ti e late to whicb they were deetioed. Thepr.ce
Bad wa* two a-pecny, and having ordered a dien to
->- prepaxid, tbe l>ame de la Hall« dived her hand in
uroi I tataaa. and having secured her victim* by tbe
sitd legs, sbe eeverexi them in twain wr.h a suarp
krife, the leu*, rrutiut ikin, «tili struggling, were

placed 00 a di.-h, and tbe head with the forelegs ¦'. 1 i,
raisined bfe and motion, and performed »ach m 'tion*
that tbs operation became painfal to look at. Taeee
tegs were afterward ooked at tne restaurateur s, be-
hag served up, fried ia bread-* rumbe, a* lark* ars in

ti g'axd: acd mc*t excellent eating they were, tasting
lore like the delicate fie*h of the raboit than any-
thing else 1 can think of.

I afterward tried a dieh of the common English frog,
but bi» fJcsh ia not *o wnite nor so tender a* tiiat of
¦is Fn-nch brother.

r«no!ii<t any person wish to have a lieh of real French
frogs, he cna boy at Fortcum ani M*.*on's, for half a

gab» a, a tie-easeful. They are beautifully preaerved,
tad are rradv for cooking. 1 bav» eaten them at tba
ioi.se of a lady, who kindly invited ma to luncheon
. ben she tried tbe experimect.
The old fishwife of wnom I baWfat the frit* in-

ornud me that sbe had a man regnlar'y in her empioj
x catc h them. Ha went oat every evening at daek to
".be ponds in the neighborhood of Pans, with a lantern
toil a long stick, to ths end of which was attached a
jiec« of red cloth. The frogs were attracted by the
light to the place where the fisherman stood. He then
Ujf.t.'y dropped his cloth on the son\ of the water;
ibe fregs, imagining that some dainty morsel wa*

pU'-ed before them, eagerly snapped at it, acd, their
veeth bei oin ng entangled, they b.-came an easy prey,
ie»lined for to-morrow's market, and the tender joer
nas of tbe ti»b, or rather frog woman.

1 Kubseiju. r.tl» brought over se veral dozen of 1 ess
(rot?* alive to England; tome of them are still, I he-
'ieve, hving in tne Ward a botanical caees of those to
* tu I presrnted tbem; the rest were tamed oat in a

pond, where I fear tbeyb«.ve been devourei by tbs
<ounrsnd Knglish duck», its rightiid occupants.
The edible frog (ranaetciUentai 1* brought from ths

*>uttiy, in quantities of from thirty to forty tnouiaud
tt a time, to Vienna, and soil to great dealers, who
lave conservators* for them: theae eonservatones
are large hole*, four or five fe«t ieep, dag in the ground,
the mouth covered with a board, and in severe weather
with straw. In there conservator^*, even daring a
hard fiost, tie frogs nev j become qu.te toqui; tney
<-t together in heapt, oca upon another, inttiocüveiy,
tod thereby prat ant the evaporation of their homid-
ty. for no water is ever pat to tbem.
In Vienna, in 1798, there were only three dealer*

who snpphed the market with frogs ready skiaoed,
prepared for the cook.

Iii« diacourse ia no leas instructive about
R ATS.

It is a curious, but nevertheless well-ascertaired
act, that whererer there i* a good habitat for a rat, it
j quite certain that there a rat will be. The immedi¬
ate occupier ina> be slain, but in a few days tbe favor¬
ite spot will ba foaod out, and taken poeeeaaion of by
ttothr r rat, who will in bis tarn meet the tame fate as

11» predecessor, an will ba iacc.-e.led by another de¬
leted victim, who 1* doomed, as the doctor* would sty,
'to be taken as before.''
The rst is a most strict observer of the law " Be

f/uitfal and multiply.' In cleaning out ths ceD con-

taiciof a little happy faxnily of fiva rats, of
variegated coltrs.all of which ware perfe 'ly
tame, and live in ; race and harmony.I felt
ton . thing among the bay, warm and »of:; on

taking it carefully out, it proved to be a little
uxy rat, hairless and eyeless, bat neverthelssa en¬

dowed, lika a biped baby, vntn tbe full and aadiole
xee of its infant lang*. On hearing its cries, ths
mother.a beauüfal snow-whit* rat upon whose bead
xiaternal care* were pre**ing at the sar'y age of eight
week*.rushed forward, and saiziog her screaming; ta>
'aat betwten htr teeth, hastily ran off with it. Upon
Tinker examination, ten otber young innocent* were
Viand caretuliy packed up in the corner of a cigar-box,
wbicc bad been placed in the age tor tbs use of the
xilocy in general, but which had been kindly vaca¬

ted by tba other considerate rat* in favor of tbs
isviy who was hteiaily in tbe straw. Tba owner is

bappy to acnonxce that the mother and her little
fan ily are all doing well. Suob, indeed, is ths
an.azirg fecundity of this aximal. tbat they would
sooB overrun tbe whole country, and render all oar

attempt* to destroy them fruiUaee, had they no ene-

¦net to laasen their number*. Bat this baneful ia-
crease i* happily counteracted, not only by numerous
foe* amoig other at. ma.- but ny tbeir deatroying acd
svii.g eacn other. Tne same inaatiable appetite tbat
ixpeie tbem to lndiacriixuxate caraage, alao incites tbe
fUoigeet to devour the weakest, even of their own

< acd a large male rat is a* much dreaded by its
:wn species a* the moat formidable enemy.

I once had three rat* brought to me in a cage, in
removing oce it got hurt. 1 fed them, are! put t iem
Ate a stable. Tb* next morning there were only two
rat* ia the cage, Ue injure 1 rat having been eet apoo
tod (lain by hie fe low-prisoners. Tney had not oalj
ilair birr, bat had actually began to eat hiin, choosing
ibe head to begin upon. \S isbing to see the r-*ult. I
eft him. acd, u> the coarse of ue lay, althoa^ti w--Il
iLppti.d wit! tread and mi'k, these cannibals bad
.early devoured their fr.end. I have preserved the
fi-i sa proof of tbs fact I afterward ascertained
that it was oca only of these rats that was murder-
ioaly inch-Bed for be killed and ate every rat put in to
lim. I- the c ourse cf about amontu tbi* brate killed
ire rat.- that were pet into hi* caga. He always b^-
raa a: the l»« k. iu*t be hied tie ear. A gent.em-ti. at

Ctapbam, to wnom I gave some rats, had brel a num
xritt squirrel s saft, which was hang ap ia a gar-
ten. <>te moroing, n>t long ago, he looked at taa
rat in n.a white female wrthgyoong. laatead ot tba
wbi'e rat, be found a great brown mala ot* the
I niLcn hind coiled op in the nest. Tae watts 00«

Imm riiMi! tbe fi'^r ©a** *J k.!w,vi **,*.
d»» cored. Th.* bfttt rH mast haverkmt>e*f«y:
p» rpetdK-cLw an« oth tree It/ to gat at tbe c^<%. q2
o' tie ho*» ix th* cage, whet* th* ier.reder got ta. fc*
wt-it* motj«r sn:gt»t bavs got oat if as* liked.' baa
IM preferred stayirg at hcma acd looking after kar
,, rg i"".

mm

Tba Yaxkees, I anstoid, tax* mirxn'm^y 0? taataaav
nt>a! propecsites m ti- rat». A c.-ver Yaxutaa
irtxg mach troubled «i'a rati, and being amlrnttmimmi
o gtt nd of tbena, tried every poa* b e p'.»n, bat ntb-
oat soccts*. At Um*. t» <. i lot of r*U sad ,bat
tr *ru in a cage, the » cen Brad one anvtoer till oeJ. .

. iru'a of e was m\ Ha the* taiifxl tb.* oa* kwaa.
aoo, excited with tba blood of fei.cwrata, aa4
'avurg become a gecuce catt.bai. k.Ued and ate aj
'be a-.ld rats ha coo-d find oc the premise*, a <v>0iiYankee story.

1 was witseas to th* ktm wing CLVumstaac*): A do*aad been killing som« r&:* ? >r a mates, aaAo%B
*. nr-vd rat wasw afwa ic 'he ra: pit. Tweetyetka*
rat* fjajta tbao placed 10 for asjsiksi do*;. rb*ee trTmk
BBBBBfl found cut tba wvacied one, a:d instance
thooih there were maxy people l.-okicg oa, set aS
«cd BaM bun then and mere. On* at tbe rat* eeweaea
to take the part of tbe w ::oJed one. bot a it*r*r.ue
rat left the wool 'ed one he was uarder.ng ae-l at
rai kri tbe worj'd b* rescuer, and k '.ed tum a:*o. Tan
eeoar a wise provisiin, thon+ra. at tust *igui a crasi
MA If » wounded ra'. got into a bole, he would I egar
there r r! sps traxy days in a dying sta'a. BjA
fe! < w rats, however, Mat 5- | aj oot acd pat hint
oat of his mitery. At tht same time it u a salu ary
rhe<k upon tbair inrrea.-e. for a e n> of rata bat
thn* tr i'self taw eletneat* of salf-deetrortion. W*re
al. to Lve, there wou.d not be sathaent f.»od foe thtir
existecoe. some mast die. and taoee are killed who art
dieabled from foraging for themarlve*. In this way,
t<o. one pctaooed rat often kilis more; his ne gbbors
eat bis btdy. and witb it the pvisve. But ,t appear*,
that tbe rats have foand oat what po.»on is, for a gee-
f>m«n with wrv-rr I was cotversitg on the subject
icrorine.l me that B4 koew a ca.«e wcera poison hav-
tr i beet placed down for rate, a pair of old ooee drava
th-ir j' ii' g away from it, an<i filled up the nolee waara
it was placed, so* that they should not get at it.

R »TS B A PN .

Doling Sommer tbe rat reaid** chierty in hole* oa
the backa of nvers, potds and ditoba*; bat on tbe ep.
pr> at b of Winter they visit the farm-bousea, and ea¬
ter the corn-neka and barn*, wti»re they tevoor Block
of the corn, and dama*;e tuore than they ooostun*.
They are very food of ptg-*tic*. roontng aboat ainoeg
'he pigs, pickirg up the leavitga of the oatmeal oot ot
. be troughs, and even neatiicg down near to the warst
body of the fat unwieldy porkers, wboe* oeaeaidaa
m*k* not bad ptiiowa for bis impuiancs, the rat.
On one ocoa*ioo, when a boy, I reo'I ect secretly

borrowitg an old-fashioced mnt goo from the bird!-
keeper ot the farm to which I bad been invited. I aa-
scocced myself behind tbe door of the p g-sty, deter-
mised to t! .-.k .. a victim of one of the many rat* fiat
were accuttomed to disport themselves among the
straw that formed tbe bed of the farmer s pet baooa-
pi*rs. In a few minutes oot came an old pA'.naivhaJ-
looking rat, who, having taken a earefai sarvey
quietly besan to teed A'ter a long aim, bang waat
the tur- ftell backward, knocked down by the re¬
coil of the rusty old piece of artillery. I did not remaia

prone long, for 1 was soon roased by the most un¬

earthly squeaks, ana a Cp-vital noiee as of an intona¬
ted animal madly ru*h;nc roond an 1 round the ity.
Ye gods I what had I done' 1 had not surely, uka
the tailor in the old tong of the " Carrion Crow,"

" Ibot and SA*JSaw my mark.
Acd (bot tbe old *ow ii|bt San« throa<B tbe Be*rt

Bet I had nearly performed a similar aportaman Ilka
feat. There waa poor piggy, th* blood tJowiag ia
etreamltia from several small putcture* in that part of
hie body deauned, at no 1 ry distant peho<l, to baooaa*
ham, in vain attempting, by dismal cries and by ener¬

getic «aggings of bia curly tail, to appease tbe pain of
toe charge of amaJ «bot whim bad so uncwreaiooioaAiT
awake<l mm from oi* porcioe dream* of oAtmesi and
boiled potatoes. But where waa tbe rat ba had dis¬
appeared, oniiort; tbe buttocks of the un'ortanabs
pur, tbe rightful oamer of the preraiaeB, bad reoetv*4
the charge of «bot intended to destroy the daring ia-
tn-der.
To appease piggy's wrntb, I gave him a backet fall

of fool in m trie bog tub: i\nd, whii« he was taoa coa-

soiiog bin inward sell, wiped off toe Mood from th*
woanded parts, and said notumg about it to anybody:
no soobt, before this time, som* frugal housewife baa
been pozrled and v' - at the unwonted appaar-
atce of a chart a o( small shot in the center of tba
breakfast ham, which *he procured lrom Sqaiie Mor-
Uuid of bheepstead, Berks.

THi: RAT AMI KIIIMmT.KO*.
The frequenter* of the Zoological Garden* tn IU

geot s Fark may, if the room be quite quiet, and tbe
aun warm, ob*erv* numerous rate in tne n of toe
rbinocero*. I have fieqaently watrbei them playing
about, and running i.aekward and forward ov<r bis
thick, armor lib* bide a* he lies tiaaking in the pleas¬
ant sonahine. 11* evidently thmke them cjuite bt«n**tb
bis notice, for be makes M efTorta to drive then
away, beyond occasionally riappiog b'* great ear
when they tickle bim in any tender part. Tn*y ooaas
to the rhinoceros s bouee for tue svn« purpose that
they go to the pig-sty, vu, to get what tbey can from
the h avings of their eu;«erii>r». The keeper inform*
me that be not anfrequeut'y finds dead rats crashed
quite flat in tbe straw under the place where the rhi¬
noceros baa been aleeping. Tbe poor rat ha* bat a
su ail chance of escape when tbe huge carcass of th*
great beast comes plump down upon him and satlles
itself there fcr a good long sleep. Kate, too, are also
found killed in the same manner in tbe straw bad of
the elephant. These rats probably come oat of the
straw thatch which cover* the building where the rhi¬
noceros acd elephant live; they are coalmen also in
the deer bouse, where y come for tba oats, of
which tbey are particularly fond. If any person
Wiehes to keep rats alive a long time in a cage, let
him give them plenty of oats and plenty of water, for
tbe absence ol water will kill them u a vary few
hours. A fin* full grown rat was broagh: to m«: it
appeared in perfect health and vigor, and wfi*n I
went near ib. it ran ab Ml th* cage uiiericg it* pecu¬
liar ry of alarm, and fixing itsel. in a- attitude of d*v
fer ee ap in one corner of tne cage. I introduced a

spooclui of water to it, and in a moment it seamod to
:< rgct its ferocity, fur it cam* op feeaitatiugly at first,
and taete«i the water; gaining courage, it aooo to ik
hoid of tba apoon with its forepaw* to iteady it, aui
greedily drank op all th* water. 1 gave it two or

turte spoonful* more, and then eome wet bread; tba
next day it had again some w*t bread, but not any
water. On looking at it the next morning I found my
poor rat in the agonies of desto. I took it oat of its

cage and poured some brandy down iu throat, at the
same time putting its hind feet in hot water, bat in
tin, it died in my hand. I could find nu internal
cAusa for its death; bat on consulting a rat-catcher,
be informed me that it died for want, of water, without
a doubt.

RAT« 1*0*1 Ii »MJ'ORT.
Rats are very fond of warmth, and will remain coiled

op for hoiira in any snug retreat where tl ey can find
i£h very necettary element of their existence. Toe
following anecdote weil üluatra'ea tbi* point:.
My late father, when Fellow of Corpus College,
Oxford, many year* ago, on arriving at hi* rooms bate
one night, found that a rat was running aboat among
the book* and geoltgical specimens, behind the aofa,
under tba fender, and pokioq nis no** into every
hiding-place be could fine. Being studiously inclined",
and wuiung to set to work at bis books, beparsued
him, armed witn th*. poker in on* hand, aad a Urge
dictionary, lug enough to criab an) rat, in the other,
but in vain; Mr. Rat waa not to be caught, partica-
Ur y when such " Arm* Scuo!asti3» " were ased.
No sooner bad the studies recommencad. than the

rat resumed his gambols, aqosaking and rnshinf
about tbe room like a mad creatare. Tt . battle waa
renewed and continued at intervals, to the deelructio*
of all Madie« till qaite m utte hoar at night, when th*

pursuer, angry and wearied, retired to hi* adjoinieg
bedroom: thoogh b« batoned attentively, he beard ao

more of the enemy and *oon fell asleep. In th* morn¬

ing, he was aetoausbed to find eomething warm lying
on bis t-et carefully lifting op the bed ciotbeabe
discovered bis tormentor of the preceding night
q *4ty acd snogly «naconcad in a fold in the BlAakat,
and taking advantase of the bodily warmtn of his two
letfgea adversary. Theee two lay looking dagg*r* .*

ea ti other for some minute*, tbe one ucwiIEng to
leave hi* warm berth, tbe other afraid to pat hi*hand
out from ander th* protection of tbe coverlid, pArtica-
1m ly as tbe ttranger * aspect was anything bat friend¬
ly, bis bttie sharp te*th and fierce black eye* **emixg
to »ay, " Paws off from me, if you please I"
At length, remembering the maxim thai " (Jittvetton

is tbe better part of valor .the truth of wkiok, I

imagine, rat* anderstand as well as mo*t creator**--
be made a widen ]ump off th* bed, acattled away
into the next room, aad was never seen or heard of
afterward.

In my college room* at Christebarch, a bachelor rat
had taken up nis quarters, bat where theee iarter»
were I never could find; he used to appear oo the
floor whew ail was quiet, and disappear again oa to*

slightest noise. I never could catch mm, but he was

a terrible nuisance, for he made a great noise, running
about during the night. The acout used to pat owt

the breakfast before the chapel hour, and whan I re¬

turned I frequently found marks of the rat s paw* and
teeth on th* butter pat. Woat became of him in lb*

locg eacation I coobl sot tell on my return to taa
room* he eoon reappeared. At last I foand bis r-tr**t:
it was ander a heap of papers oa a *i ia taols, and ha
bad made bis nest ia an old college cap. H* had liaed
it witb piece* gnawed off tbe carpet, and had made a

nee store cf provision* is tha shape of kits of bre*d.

c*k*. ckeeae, and everything *dtble be could Sad


